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g blood, vomit, saliva and excrement should be treated carefully, as
be infected with harmful viruses or bacteria such as Hepatitis B,

nd Diarrhoea - these are commonly termed as Communicable
mprehensive list, please follow link at bottom of page 2).
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Immunisation advice for various council staff groups and schools.
The guidance supports the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations and requires that work activities are risk assessed for possible exposure to biological agents/ communicable diseases (and other hazards). Where exposure is assessed as a significant risk (after safe systems of work have been implemented), relevant immunisations (see below) should be offered for additional protection to employees with consent sought. If after the risks have been fully pointed out to employees they advise they do not want to be immunised, then Occupational Health will inform line management. Line management can then take up the matter with HR. There is an expectation for employees to work with their Employer in health and safety matters. 

	Job title
	Activity
	Immunisation

	Refuse Collector
	Regular collection of wheelie bins & plastic sacks full of household rubbish/non-infectious body fluids. Also, possible exposure to glass/needles and garden waste.
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

	Highways/
Graffiti Operative
	Clear drains, work with contaminated water, soil and possible exposure to body fluids. Jetting areas of possible human and animal contamination.
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)
Leptospirosis -  (Weill’s disease). There is no vaccination for Weill’s disease, however an employees advice leaflet is available from HSE re potential risk and symptoms. See useful link HSE Advice


	Street Cleaner
	Road sweeping, rubbish bin emptying, jetting out Sweeper Machines. Also, possible exposure to glass/needles. Handling dead animals.
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

	Park operative
	Grass cutting (animal waste on grass), shrub clearing (sharps), lake clearing (rats), poop scoop, animal waste bin emptier, possible exposure to body fluids/needles.


	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

Leptospirosis -  There is no vaccination for Weill’s disease, however an employees advice leaflet is available from HSE re potential risk and symptoms. See useful link HSE Advice

	Grounds Maintenance Workers (including schools)
	Grass cutting (animal waste on grass), shrub/hedge clearing (sharps). 


	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

	Cemetery Operative
	Grave digging/grass cutting (animal waste on grass), shrub/hedge tidying, clearing of needles & rubbish. 
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

	Council We Fix Tradespersons e.g. Plumbers/Carpenters/Voids teams etc (or Caretakers in schools if competent to carry out these activities)
	Possible exposure to glass/needles especially in void properties/Homeless Hostels and needles hidden behind panels etc. Also, likelihood of puncture from rusty nails etc protruding items from bare flooring /damaged surfaces.
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

	Enforcement Officers/Civil Enforcement Officers

	Enforcement action with members of the public (spat at/threat of stab with needles/exposure to body fluids).
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)



	Enforcement Officer/Dog handlers/Kennels
	Handling animals and clearing up their urine/faeces.
	Rabies

Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

	Building Cleaner (including schools)
	Office, school cleaning - including toilets but not obvious body fluids etc. Possible exposure to needles/sharps (Hostels/changing areas) etc
	Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)
Hepatitis B (re sharps)


	Toilet Cleaner (including schools)
	Cleaning of public toilets.
Obvious body fluids etc. Possible exposure to needles/sharps

	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

	Caretakers

(Housing Estates and Schools) 
	Various duties (inc. clearing body fluids/nappies) in schools outer buildings and the common parts of tower blocks/estates etc. Body fluids often in lifts/ stairwells. Possible exposure to needles /sharps for both Services and nappies (Polio). 
	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

	Vehicle Maintenance Fitters
(Workshop)

	Work on vehicles, including refuse and waste collecting trucks. Exposure to sharps/glass/other contaminants e.g Chemicals/substances/

possible body fluids.

	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)


	Facilities Officers

	General cleaning and removal work within the building (Inc. Body fluids).


	Hepatitis B (re sharps)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)


	First Aiders including schools (based on activity assessment)
	May need to deal with blood and vomit.
	Hepatitis A

Hepatitis B



	Social Workers (based on risk assessment)
	Home visits - possible exposure to needles/body fluids
	Optional Hepatitis B


	All Nursery Nurses
Trinity School and any others (Complex Needs)
	Changing nappies/possible exposure to bites.
	Hepatitis B (re bites)

Hepatitis A (re faeces)

Revaxis (trio of Tetanus/Polio/Diphtheria combined)

	School Midday Assistants
	If required to deal with blood, vomit, faeces or urine
	Hepatitis B
Hepatitis A



	Head Teachers/Teaching staff
	If required to clean up faeces/urine, blood and vomit, or handling hypodermics
	Hepatitis A

Hepatitis B

	All staff
	If required to clean up faeces/urine, blood and vomit, or handling hypodermics
	Hepatitis A

Hepatitis B




Revaxis (Tetanus/Diphtheria/Polio combined)
Boosters are required every 10 years. 

Tetanus is a disease that can be contracted via contact with soil.
Polio is a disease found in faeces and is a live vaccine. This means that the faeces of immunised individuals e.g. babies, will contain minute quantities of polio for approx 4 - 6 weeks after each dose. Therefore, there is a minute risk of individuals contracting polio from the faeces contained in the nappies of vaccinated babies if they had direct contact on their hands. There are very few documented cases of this and they have been individuals who have actually changed the babies nappies.

Hepatitis B

Following a 3-dose course, (First dose, 2nd dose 4 weeks later, 3rd dose 5 months later)  a further booster can be given after 5 years if there is continuing occupational hazard, but only once. I.e. after the first booster no further boosters are required. 

This is a blood borne viral disease which can be passed on by contaminated sharps injuries, splashes of contaminated blood to the mouth and eye, a splash of blood in a fresh/existing wound, biting or sexual contact with a contaminated individual.
Hepatitis A

Two doses received (first dose, then second dose given 6 months later) 

No further boosters are required for 25 years.

This is a water-borne disease, which is passed on by contact with contaminated water into the mouth/eyes often via jetting activity or ingestion via contaminated hands, so regular hand washing is essential. See useful link: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg198.pdf 

Leptospirosis (Weil’s disease)

This is a water-borne disease, which means that water may be contaminated by the urine of rats that carry the disease. 
There is no vaccination and as the disease is flu like in origin, we advise that the staff are given information and how to prevent it e.g. hand hygiene and use of PPE. 
If unwell with flu like symptoms, It is advised that staff advise their GP stating that their work activity may expose them to Leptospirosis. This means that if staff visit their GP with these symptoms the GP will be able to assess this disease as a potential cause and take quick action lf required.
Please speak to an Occupational Health Adviser or visit the website https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book  for further information and advice about diseases and vaccinations 
Guidance Information – Vaccinations Advice
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