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Description automatically generated]Snow and Ice - Schools
Snow and ice may present risks to staff, pupils, parents/carers and visitors who access the grounds and school building. It is therefore important to plan ahead for potential problems that may be caused by snow and ice. Schools need to ensure that they have considered the risks from snow and ice and has plans in place to reduce the risks.
Schools should have in place a written risk assessment to deal with ice and snow conditions on their school site and have a formal written procedure/arrangements captured in the school Health and Safety policy or a separate Gritting policy to typically include:
· Roles and responsibilities i.e. who is responsible person for carrying out the gritting. Ensure that you consider staff member’s absence (i.e. caretaker) and ensure there is alternative arrangements in place to ensure continuity of service.
· Adequate gritting supplies have been ordered in advance and their locations are known. Monitor when frost, ice or snow is forecast, via websites such as Met Office, BBC to ensure that you have planned ahead for the weather conditions.
· School gritting plan i.e. identify priority areas to be treated.
· Gritting procedure i.e. best time to carry out the gritting is early evening before the frost settles and/or early in the morning before staff, pupils, parents and visitors arrive.
· Communication with staff, pupils, parents and visitors regarding which areas of the site have been treated and which areas are not to be accessed.
· Suitable PPE and equipment i.e. footwear with good grip, winter coat and gloves. Ensure equipment supplied is adequate for the purpose and maintained.
· Appropriate barriers and signage.
· Regularly checking areas throughout the day to ensure re-freezing or further snow coverage has not occurred.
Gritting records should obviously be kept and retained by the school and a simple checklist to show that gritting had occurred on any given day.
Please see some useful links here: Slips and trips - Icy conditions and winter weather (hse.gov.uk) and Risk Assessment (sharepoint.com). 
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